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SUBJECT: ISRAELI PRESS ON SOBER INTERVIEW 

1. ISRAELI PRESS AND RADIO GAVE PROMINENT PLAY TO 
DEPT ASST SEC SOBER NOV 7 MEEINTG WITH ISRAELI 
MK ALMERT. 

2. FOLLOWING IS TRANSLATION OF ACCOUNT BY 



WASHINGTON CORRESPONDENT: 

QUOTE: ISRAEL HAS NO OTHER CHOICE BUT TO WXR 
NEGOTAITIONS WITH THE PLO, THIS WAS SAID BY ACTING 
DEPUTY SECRETARY EOR NEAR EASTERN AFFAIRS, SYDNEY 
SOBER IN TALKS HELD YESTERDAY IN WASHINGTON 
WITH LIKUD MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT EHUD ULMART. SOBER 
CLAIMS THAT CHANCES ARE SLIM TO RESTORE TO KING HUSSEIN 
THE STATUS HE ENJOYED IN THEWEST BANK. SOBER ALSO 
SAID THAT ISRAEL CANNOT IGNORE THE PALESTINIANS; THE 
SOLE ACCEPTABLE ELEMENT AMONG THE PALESTINIANS IS THE 
PLO. SOBERBELIEVES THAT ISRAEL SHOULD NOT CREATE 
SITUATIONS THAT MIGHT ENCOURAGE EXTREMISM AMONG 
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PALESTININAS, ACCORDING TO HIM, ISRAEL SHOULD NOT ONLY 
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SEARCH FOR THE NEGATIVE ELEMENTS IN THEIR DELCARATIONS. 
ACCORDING TO SOBER'S ESTIMATE, THE PLO BY VIRTURE OF ITS 
NEW STATUS, WILL HAVE MORE MODERATE INCLINATIONS. 

THEREFORE, ISRAEL SHOULD ENCOURAGE THESE TENDENCIES. 

ULMART, WHO IS LECTURING IN THE US, TOLD SOBER THAT 
THERE IS A NATIONAL CONSENSUS IN ISRAEL AGAINST TALKS 
WITH PLO. ALMART EXPRESSED CONCERN OVER SOBER'S VIEWS 
AND IS WORRIED THAT THESE VIEWS REFLECT A CHANGE IN US 
POLICY ON THIS SBJECT. 

AT THE START OF CONVERSATION, SOBER SAID THAT HE IS 
GIVING HIS PERSONAL OPINION WHICH IS NOT 'BINDING' UPON 
THE ADMINISTRATION, HOWEVER, THE CONVERSATIONN ATWHICH A 
REPRESENTATIVE OF THE ISRAELI EMBASSY WAS PRE- 
SENT, WAS RECODED BY A STATE DEPARTMENT STENOGRAPHER. 

IN REPLY TO DA VAR CORRESPONDENT'S QUESTION, SOBER CON- 
FESSED THAT HE TOLD ALMART THATUNDER CERTAIN CIRCUM- 
STANCES IT IS POSSIBLE TO ENVISAGE CONTACTS BETWEEN ISRAEL 
AND THE PLO. HOWEVER, HE DENIED THAT HE SAID ISRALE SHOULD 
OPEN CONTACTS WITH THE PLO. SOBER SAID: QUOTE: IN 
THIS PRIVATE CONVERSATION, I REITERATED MY PRIVATE VIEWS 
ON THE CHANGING SITUATION AFTER RABAT SUMMIT. I DID NOT 
SAY THAT ISRAEL SHOULD OPEN TALKS WITH THE PLO. AT ANY 
RATE, AT ONE POINT ALMART ASKEDME IF I CAN ENVISAGE CIR- 
CUMSTANCES IN WHICH ISRAEL CAN HOLD CONTACTS WITH PLO. I 
ANSWERED THATIT IS POSSIBLE TO ENVISAGE AT LEAST 
ONE STUATION IN WHICH ISRAELCOULD NEGOTIATTE WITH THE 
PLO ON CONDITION THAT PLO MODERATES ITS STANCE;FOR 
EXAMPLE, IF PLO EXPRESES ITS DESIRE TO LIVEIN PEACE 
WITH ISRAEL. REGARDING RABAT, IS SAID THAT THE SUMMIT 
HAS UNDOBUTEDLY REFLECTED THE ARAB POSITION, TO WHICH HUSSEIN 
HAS AGREED AND ACCORDING TO WHICH THE PLO, AND NOT HUSSEIN, 

IS THE PRINCIPAL ELEMENT. HOWEVER, I DID NOT EXLCUDE 
THE POSSIBILITY THAT HUSSEIN MIGHT FILL A ROLE IN ANY 
NEGOTIATIONS IN THE FUTURE. UNQUOTE. 

3. HAARETZ WASHINGTON CORREPSONDENT'S ACCOUNT: 

QUOTE: ISRAEL MUST ACKNOWLEDGE THE NEW REALITIES AND THE 
CONSNEUS IN THE WESTERN WORLD THATTHE PLO IS THE SOLE 
REPRESENTATIVE OF THE PALESITINIANS AND ISRAEL MUST ADAPT 
ITSELF TO THIS SITUAION-THIS AS SAID BY DEPUTY 
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ASSISTANT SECRETARY SOBER (WHO IS RESPONSIBLE FOR 
PERSIAN GULFAFFAIRS AT THE STATE DEPARTMENT) IN HIS 
MEETING WITH LIKUD KNESSET MEMBER EHUD ALMADM. MR. 

SOBER, WHO SAID THATHE IS EXPRESSING HIS PRIVATE OPINION, 
CLAIMED THAT HUSSEIN HAS LOST HIS INFLUECNE IN THE WEST 
BANK. HE ADDED THAT ALTHOUGH ISRAEL SHOULD NOT BE ASKED 
TO ENTER INTO IMMEDIATE NEOGTIATIONS WITH THE PLO, IT 
WILL HAVE TO DO SO AFTERTERRORISTS FORM A GOVERNMENT-IN 
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-EXILE, AND PROVE THAT THEY ARE MODERATE AND RESPONSIBLE 
AND RECOGNIZE THE RIGHT OE ISRAEL TO EXIST. THIS CONVERSA- 
TION WAS HELD AFTERMR. MORDECHAI SHILO(ISRAELI 
EMBASSY) OBTAINED CLARIFIACTIONS EROM THE WHITE HOUSE THAT 
THE US HAS NOT CHANGED ITS POLICY AND IS NOT PROPOSING 
THAT ISRAEL HOLD TALKS WITH THE PLO. DURING THE CONVERSA- 
TION SOBER SAID THAT THE UNITED STATES HAS CHANGED ITS 
POSITION TOWARD CHINA AND IT MIGHT CHANGE IT TOWARD JORDAN. 
AUTHRORITATIVE SOURCES SAID THAT SOBER'S REMARKS REELECT 
TENDENCIES PREVAILING AMONG CERTAIN STATE DEPARTMENT 
CIRCLES. IN THIS CONTEXT THEY RECALLED PRESIDENT EORD'S 
SLIP OE THE TONGUE. UNQUOTE. 

DAY 
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